From Nicol Cameron, Chairman Kilmacolm Civic Trust (KCT)

Urgent Information Letter
To
All Residents of Kilmacolm
Milton Woods and the Land Behind the Police Station
is again under threat from a Major Housing
Developer
Background
Via a very circuitous route we (the KCT) have become aware that Cala
Homes (West) Ltd have again set their eyes on the land behind the Police
Station as a Major Housing Development site and have started the initial
process (required by Scottish Govt rules) of consultation with the Local
Community prior to submitting a Formal Application to Inverclyde Council.
Their goal is to achieve Planning Permission for a Housing Development of
100 dwellings consisting of a mix of detached, semi-detached and flatted
properties. Of these 25% will be classed as ‘Affordable’ to conform with
Scottish Govt planning rules.
Cala Homes (West) Ltd Management started the process when they submitted
what is known as a Proposal of Application Notice (known as a PoAN) to
Inverclyde Council on 10th June 2022. This came to our attention on 18th June
when we the KCT, received a formal letter from Cala Homes (West) Ltd
Management delivered to us by Royal Mail Special Delivery when they discovered
that they had neglected to include the KCT on the distribution of their PoAN.
Their covering letter informed us that an on-line ‘Public Exhibition’ will
take place over a period of 63 days via a site-specific website
http://kilmacolmpsf.co.uk
and that they planned to hold 2 days of live interaction by video, with the
first on 28th June between 12 noon and 8pm and the second on Tuesday 9th
August.
Sometime after 13th August CALA Homes Ltd are highly likely to submit a Formal
detailed Application to Inverclyde Council seeking Council Planning Permission
for their proposed Housing development of 100 x Dwellings.
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Our Civic Trust Advice to you
When we received the CALA Homes Ltd letter, time for action by us was very
short. With the holiday season about to start there was no point in trying to alert
everyone to the 28th June interactive video meeting.
However, as lots of folk are now beginning to come back it is imperative and the
time is right that I now recommend that you
 Have a look at the attached delayed letter that CALA Homes sent us
(2 pages of text and a 1 page coloured street plan); plus the detailed site
plan ‘indicative layout’ in colour that I have extracted from the CALA
Homes website (see page 3 of this letter)
 and then
 Browse through the CALA Homes ‘site-specific website’. To get
quickly to the correct document just type in the website detail
www.kilmacolmpsf.co.uk then click on the item at the top of the list that
will appear on your screens i.e. Kilmacolm PSF: Home. It will take you
about 20 minutes to read through what appears.
o You will see that there is lots of text explaining their historical
interest in the site and why they are now trying again.
o They give advice on how the public can participate in the preapplication period – either by completing and submitting their
CALA Homes questionnaire on-line; or by participating in the next
‘interactive event’ on Tuesday 9th August and how to do so.
The Kilmacolm Civic Trust has for many years fought successfully against any
type of development on the land behind the Police Station. Each time Inverclyde
Council have gone through the processes of issuing a 5 yearly update of their
Local Development Plan (they have to do it every 5 years; and did so most
recently in 2019) we have succeeded in persuading the Council NOT to include
that land as a housing development site because:
 It is Designated Green Belt land with a very defined border.
 It is a much-loved ‘Green Lung’ that extends right into the very centre
of the village and borders with Lochwinnoch Road.
 It gives a wonderful unobstructed view way out to the tree-clad hills
of Bridge of Weir, from the sandstone road bridge over the old railway.
 It is a delight to see cattle periodically being grazed on the land and
doing so right up to Lochwinnoch Road.
CALA Homes are playing a game with housing numbers and the Scottish Govt
‘Housing Land Requirement’ figures. We are of the strong opinion that there is
no incontrovertible proof of a Housing Planning SHORTFALL for Kilmacolm.
We recommend that if you are interested you either respond by
completing the CALA Homes questionnaire, or participate in the CALA
Homes ‘interactive event’ on 9th August.
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The CALA Homes Indicative Layout for
LAND BEHIND THE POLICE STATION

3

